
Copyright - University of Reading



Copyright - University of Reading



Copyright - University of Reading



Copyright - University of Reading



Copyright - University of Reading



Copyright - University of Reading



Copyright - University of Reading



Copyright - University of Reading



Copyright - University of Reading



A H I S T O RY of W H ITEK N I G H TS 5 

were pardoned, on paying a fine of £20, of their trespass in intermarrying 
without licence.1 

It was unlikely that a manor house so conveniently placed between 
London and the west country would remain unused for long, and even 
more improbable that the officers of the Crown would forgo the oppor
tunity it presented for adding to the royal revenue. Among English 
ecclesiastics in the reign of Edward I none had a greater reputation for 
learning than Thomas Cantilupe, sometime Chancellor of the University 
of Oxford, and the last Englishman to be canonised before the Reforma
tion, who, in 1275, had been appointed to the bishopric of Hereford. As 
a member of the King's Council he was obliged to undertake frequent 
journeys between his diocese and Westminster, and having, as he said, 
no lodging wherein he could conveniently stay in coming to the King 
from his parts, or in returning, he requested the King 'to commit to him, 
until the heirs of Henry2 de Erleg, tenant in chief, come of age, the manor 
of Erleg near Rading'. 3 Thomas of Hereford had to pay dearly for the 
amenity he sought,.but this was no insuperable obstacle to a rich baron's 
son who, when a student in Paris, received personal visits from the 
French King and fed poor scholars with the remnants from his table.4 

For a 'fine' of two hundred pounds and an annual payment of sixteen 
marks the royal consent was obtained. 5 At a later date Cantilupe was em
powered to include in his will the custody of 'Erleye', during the minori
ty of the heir, as well as his grain and goods in the said manor.6 No doubt 
the manor house of Earley proved a particularly convenient headquarters 
for the Bishop during the Council of Reading in 1279 when he organised 
and led the opposition to Archbishop Peckham on the hotly debated 
question of pluralities. 

In 1292 the heir to the estate having come of age made his formal 
homage to the King, whereupon an instruction was issued to the Trea
surer and Barons of the Exchequer in virtue of which John de Erlegh 
entered into his inheritance. 7 Some years later the recording of an order 

1 Cal. Fine, 1272-1307, p. 160. 
2 This is a mistake for Philip. 
3 Cal. Close, 1272-,9, p. 268. 
4 Tout, Political History of Engla11d, I 216-1377, p. 93.
5 Cal. Close, 1272-,9, p. 299 and p. 46o. 
6 Cal. Pat., 1272-81, p. 367. 
7 Cal. Close, 1288-96, p. 353. 
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